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What problem is Light Up Hope working to solve and why?
The traditional approach of utilizing institutions (orphanages) to help impoverished children in Kenya is not 
effective at helping the children bridge out of poverty when they reach adulthood.  The institutional approach is 
contributing to systemic poverty and youth disempowerment.

How is Light Up Hope working to solve this problem?
I am personally very excited about our new and expanded programs at Light Up Hope.  2016 and 2017 were 
years of great change and growth in our strategic ability to address this problem and we have students and 
their parents and guardians who are grateful for the new and improved programs we are able to offer. To start, I 
am most excited about the relaunch of our family unification project, the LIFT PROGRAM, which  provides access 
to food, education and healthcare for children while also working with parents; forming community groups 
which support each other and teach new approaches to raising children and stabilizing families.  

Our HIGH SCHOOL SPONSORSHIP now provides not only school fees but also tutoring, leadership 
development and mentorship to help our students overcome their emotional challenges as well as academic 
challenges.

And finally, our JOSEPH’S HOUSE PROGRAM is in full effect now and we already have a waiting list of high 
school students hoping for an opportunity to join this program which works with youths and adults in an adult 
transitional program.  Many children are forgotten when they reach adulthood and are no longer “cute 
enough” to appeal to donors. We specialize in assisting youths post high school, we provide vocational and 
university scholarships and have formed a cross-cultural leadership group which focuses on developing 
employment skills, marriage and family planning, and personal development and accountability.  

We utilize both American curriculums and Kenyan professionals to teach and mentor the youths in our 
program. Our organization is small and nimble, we individualize our program to identify and grow the unique 
talents of these youths so they are able to transition into adulthood empowered and ready to make a positive 
impact on their families and community.

Kelly Little   Founder and President, Light Up Hope

An Interview with our Founder
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I want to…
keep children in 
families

empower women 
to impact their 
community

educate the 
next generation 

Donate to the LIFT Program and 
keep children safely united with 
their families.

$35 per month

Donate to the LIFT Program and support 
community development

$25 per month

Donate to High School Sponsorship and 
widen a child’s opportunities for their future

$85 per month

DONATE ONLINE

I want to…

DONATE ONLINE

Page 6

Page 6

Page 10



LIGHTUPHOPE.ORGLIGHTUPHOPE.ORG

impact generational 

change by supporting 

university education

develop future 
leaders of kenya 

encourage the 
expansion and 
success of all 
programs 

$90 per month

Donate to the Joseph’s House 
Program and see young adults 
achieve a level of education they 
never knew was possible!

$50 per month

Donate to the Joseph’s House 
Program and support 
development of leadership 
and life skills

$25 per month

Donate to the general fund and 
your gift will be a blessing that 
fills the needs of all of our 
programs
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lift program

The LIFT program is designed to provide assistance within the 
communities where we work which will reduce the need for orphans 
and vulnerable children to be placed in a children’s home. Family 
unification eliminates the negative effects of long-term institutional 
care on children and strengthens the benefits of family bonding. 

Our LIFT Program identifies orphans and vulnerable children in 
impoverished areas and assists the children (together with their 
parent or guardian) with resources for food, education, and 
healthcare. Through intentional support and mentorship we are able 
to empower both the child and their parents, guardians, or foster 
families.

Light Up Hope is currently operating the LIFT Program in both 
rural central Kenya, the village of Kibingoti, and in the urban 
slum areas of Nairobi, Umoja and Kwa Njenga

Kibingoti Community
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(Ages birth - grade 8)

School Fees

School Uniform

Access to Healthcare

Community Based 
Feeding Program

Mentorship and 
Empowerment of 
parents and guardians

The majority of children residing in orphanages and 
children’s homes in Kenya have been relinquished 
due to poverty, not due to the death of one or both 

For $25 per month you can contribute to 
keeping children in families and strengthening 
these communities through empowerment 
programs. 

lift program

Umoja Community

Kwa Njenga Community
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empowerment

A core value of Light Up Hope is FAMILY UNIFICATION, and families with 
financial stability are more likely to stay together. We love helping mothers 
and fathers start businesses that feed their families.  Community members 
can apply to Light Up Hope for a small business grant to receive the capital to 
get their business started.

For $25 per month you can strengthen families in the communities 
where Light Up Hope works through empowerment programs. 

EMPOWERMENT
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A Light in the Darkness
The Story of Elector & Wayne

Elector is the first girl to have received sponsorship through Light Up Hope’s high school 
program to go on to be admitted to university.  She has persevered through the struggles of 
becoming an orphan at a young age, being raised in a children’s home, and becoming 
pregnant while still in high school.  Elector is a single mom and her son Wayne was born just 
after she finished high school. Light Up Hope has supported her as she has worked hard to be 
the best mother and student possible.  In December 2016 Elector joined the Joseph’s House 
Adult Transitional Program and in August of 2017 she was admitted to The Technical University 
of Kenya in Nairobi in the course of Business Studies.

“Considering that I gave birth immediately after high school, life was hell on my 
side, my dreams were no more, everything was a mess. 

After I got my son I thought it was the end of me walking to any learning 
institution. I was not accepted by my family because of the pregnancy; it was a 
great disappointment to them. I suffered hatred and low self esteem. I had a 
friend who would encourage me a lot and shared that hope would come my way 
one day. The Joseph’s House Program was the hope, and my life was renewed 
again. It made me whole because it made me forgive all the wrongs that had 
been done to me, something I had not thought of doing. I accepted my family 
back, and now we are rejoicing today; they love my son as much as I love him.  
Today I can talk and be heard, can even stand before people and give advice to 
those who are giving up in life.

This is all because of  the The Joseph’s House Program and Light Up Hope in my 
life.” ~ Elector
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high school

For $85 per month you can sponsor a high school student

High school in Kenya is more than just the final step in a child’s education.  High school is the key to their 
future.  Without a high school diploma not only are the 
students limited in their post-high school educational 
opportunities but also in their ability to find a job that will 
provide  an income of more than an average of $1 per day.

Many high school sponsorship programs in Kenya only 
accept the top achieving students from primary schools to 
be considered for sponsorship.  This approach ensures the 
sponsoring organization has a greater rate of success for 
their program.  At Light Up Hope we take a different 
approach.  We don’t pre-qualify our high school students 
based solely on a minimum grade from primary school; we 
focus on those students who have been forced to overcome 
the challenges of growing up as orphans or impoverished 
children.

Through mentorship, leadership and personalized tutoring, 
as well as parent/guardian support during term breaks, we 
support the student and give them the best chance for success.  We help them to overcome the challenges they 
have faced and light a path out of poverty.

We take a different approach
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high school

(Ages grade 9 - form 4)
Boarding School Fees & 
Supplies
School Uniform

Guardian Support

Transportation

Academic Tutoring, 
Personal Mentorship 
and Leadership 
DevelopmentWe provide high school sponsorship to students from 

challenging backgrounds.  Many have lived in broken families, 
children’s homes or orphanages and all come from 
impoverished communities.  We believe it is important to guide 
these students along their high school path so they can believe 

they are valued 
and be invited to 
c o n s i d e r t h e 
success of their 
futures.  Many of 
them have never 
been told in their 
lives that they 
are capable of 
a c h i e v i n g 
anything beyond 

returning to the slum or impoverished rural community where 
they were born.  We help them recognize they are capable of 
achieving any dream in their lives with their hard work and the 
support we have to offer them.
.

More than simply 
school fees

During each term break, all of the students in our program 
gather in Nairobi for 1-3 weeks of personalized tutoring, 
recreational and team building activities, and leadership 
workshops
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BREAKING THE CYCLE OF POVERTY

“ If support had stopped after high school, life would be very 
hard, this is because most of us would be forced to struggle 
to put something into our mouths. You realize this would 
probably lead some of us into criminal activities because I 
have seen most of my friends get into that. The result is that 
they end up being shot dead.
With the help that I am getting from the Joseph's House 
Program, I can say that I now see a path directing me to 
realize my dreams. I am very happy that soon I will join 
University to pursue my career.”

Joseph Wanjau - Joseph’s House Program member  and
university student at Kenyatta University, studying Business 
Administration

joseph’s house

The first step on this path is higher education.  All of our members are 
required to be enrolled in post-secondary education (trade school or 
university).  All school fees and supplies are covered as is room and board 
each month. The program members are required to participate in a weekly 
virtual community discussion on life skills as well as monthly community 
gatherings which include mentorship and speaker led workshops.

Adult Transitional Program

 The Joseph’s House Program is integral to accomplishing the mission of Light Up Hope, “providing 
healing orphan care and lighting a path out of poverty”.  Unemployment among Kenya’s youth is now 
estimated to stand at 17.3%, the highest rate in the region.  Without additional assistance and higher 
education after high school the odds of young adults in Kenya returning to a life of poverty is 
overwhelming.  Joseph’s House is an adult transitional program designed to equip youths with 
education,  emotional intelligence and life skills needed to  break the cycle of poverty. 
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joseph’s house

“When my high school results were released, I couldn't make it 
to the university. I felt like my dreams had been shattered, I had 
let everyone down including myself. I felt like I had no choice 
other than to continue searching for casual jobs to make ends
meet. My dreams were a nightmare and depression ruled my 
world.  An opportunity in Joseph's House is the best thing that 
has ever happened to me. It has given me life and hope again.  
My parents could not believe it that Joseph's house gave me an 
opportunity to attend trade school. My mum shed tears on 
hearing this, she was almost giving up on me”  - Clysa, Joseph’s 
House Member and Trade School Student in Food and Beverage 
Program

Trade School    University    Life Skills    Empowerment

Cross-Cultural Leadership Group
Focuses on developing employment skills, marriage and family 
planning, and personal development and accountability in the lives of 
our members.  We utilize both American curriculums and Kenyan 
professionals to teach and mentor the youths in our program. Our 
organization is small and nimble, we individualize our program to 
identify and grow the unique talents of these youths so they are able to 
transition into adulthood empowered and ready to make a positive 
impact on their families and community.
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Our Nairobi-based staff is led by Augustine Wanyama – Director of Kenya Operations.  Augustine brings 
to Light Up Hope a background in leadership, teaching, and mentorship, having worked as the principal 
of a primary school in a slum area of Nairobi.  His time as a principal gave him the compassion for the 
potential of every child, regardless of their background, as well as 14 years experience working cross-
culturally with the many international partners who would visit the school.  Augustine’s skills with 
mentoring young adults, as well as his outstanding work ethic impressed the leadership of Light Up 
Hope, and he was invited to join the Light Up Hope team in fall 2016. Additionally, he is the pastor of 
Hope Discovery International Church in Nairobi.

Our Kenyan staff also includes Brian Isalambo our program assistant and two trained and experienced 
social workers, Eliud Kipkorir and Remjues Kotiah.  All four of these men work tirelessly as teachers, 
mentors, friends, and advocates for all of the children, youths and families in our program.  We are 
grateful for their leadership and committment to excellence for our organization.

Kenyan Staff: Remjues Kotiah, Eliud Kipkorir, Brian Isalambo and seated is 
Augustine Wanyama

A core value of Light Up Hope is financial transparency.  Therefore we also employ a part-time 
bookkeeper, Lewis Iyad, and contract work from an external auditor  who audits our Kenyan books on a 
consistent basis.

To learn about our US-Based Leadership and staff please visit our website:

 http://lightuphope.org/our-management-team

Lighting the Path Out of Poverty

Financial Transparency

Light Up Hope Staff
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Program Funds Distribution 
by Category

 
The remaining 20% is used to fund the salaries of our amazing US Based 

staff, marketing, website management, fundraising, and credit card 
processing and banking fees. Any additional administrative costs are 

covered by private designated donations.

80% 80% of your donation 
to Light Up Hope 

directly impacts our 
programs in Kenya. 

Emotional Care: Social Workers, Seminar Leaders, and Mentorship
Adult Transitional Program: University and Trade School Education, Monthly Support, and 
Housing
High School Education: Boarding School Fees, Uniform, Term Break Support, and Transportation
Family Unification: Primary School Fees and Uniform, Family Stabilization Efforts
Small Business Empowerment Grants: Grants to Individuals for Small Business Start Up
Spiritual Care: Church Rent and Supplies
Non-Staff Administrative Costs: Costs to Travel to Visit High Schoolers, Family Unification Visits, 
and Other Miscellaneous Administrative Costs.
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Light Up Hope
2605 W 144th Ave

Broomfield, CO 80023

LightUpHope.org


